
Writing is a significant focus in 3rd grade, but a complicated activity for most students. For this reason, students will begin using the “6 Traits writing” model. This is a systematic approach which looks at writing one part at a time. This method helps students unravel the process and understand it better by using common vocabulary for talking and thinking about writing.


By focusing on, and scoring only one trait at a time, students learn to break down writing and make it more manageable, while pinpointing areas of strength and weaknesses. With practice, students can learn to be more critical of their own work and see ways to make improvements in the quality of their writing in a manner that is logical. 

This framework is a powerful way to learn and use the characteristics of writing, as well as, creating a common vision of what “good” writing looks like.  Below is a list of these traits with a brief definition.

· Focus/Ideas: refers to the main purpose for writing and the details that make the subject clear and interesting. It includes development of ideas through support and elaboration. 

· Organization/Paragraphs: the overall structure of a piece of writing that guides readers. Within that structure, transitions show how ideas, sentences, and paragraphs are connected.

· Voice: shows the writer’s unique personality and establishes a connection between writer and reader. Voice, which contributes to style, should be suited to the audience and the purpose for writing.

· Word Choice: is the use of precise, vivid words to communicate effectively and naturally. It helps create style through the use specific nouns, lively verbs, and adjectives, and accurate, well-placed modifiers.

· 
Sentences: covers strong, well-built sentences that vary in length and type. Skillfully written sentences have pleasing rhythms and flow fluently.

· Conventions: refers to mechanical correctness and includes grammar usage, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and paragraphing. 
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