STORY STARTERS 

1. The airplane sputtered and sank low into the jungle.
2. The floor of the haunted house creaked under my steps.
3. I heard a scary noise in the closet.
4. I saw the strangest thing in the park last night.
5. It seemed like an ordinary day. I was walking the dog after school. Suddenly she stopped, turned around and said, "Hey, big boy...
6. He was the most unusual patient Dr. Hart had ever seen. He was covered with orange polka dots from head to toe.
7. Henry wished he were 25, not 10. As he finished his wish, he began to tremble.
8. I first became suspicious when my grandmother picked me up from school wearing a black leather jacket and riding a motorcycle.
9. Once upon a time in a land far away, there lived a young girl who was never satisfied.
10. A piercing scream broke the stillness.
11. I don't believe in magic pencils, but…
12. The driver looked away for just a second and then…
13. The fairy godmother's gift to me was a pink highlighter with a message that said…
14. One dark night I decided to stay up late to do my homework. Suddenly I noticed a big bump on my bedroom wall. I looked closer and saw a rounded lump about a foot across and about eight inches thick that appeared out of nowhere. I rubbed my eyes, looked again, but the lump had disappeared. I figured I must have stayed up too late, so I went to sleep. When I woke up in the morning, I was convinced that the mysterious lump was just a dream. But . . . two nights later when I was studying, the lump appeared again. This time I examined it more closely and found...
15. The day the teacher overslept, we…
16. Yesterday I was walking home and found a $100 bill on the sidewalk.
17. I slowly walked alone into the dark cave. Suddenly something reached out and grabbed me.
18. Yesterday, the mailman delivered a huge wooden crate. I heard a strange noise coming from inside.
19. The Wizard of Zook was mixing up yet another batch of a perfect potion designed to…
20. He stuck his hand in the small opening and pulled out . . .
21. "Open at your own risk" was written on the label.
22. The storm was getting worse. Lightning flashed and thunder shook the house. Suddenly the lights went out. I heard . . .
23. Walking through the woods one day I couldn't help but think of how peaceful it was and how fortunate I was to know about this special place. As my foot scrunched a deep layer of pine needles, I became startled as my foot settled upon what looked to be a soft tube. Before I could take another step, the tube started to move.
24. The ball Jack was kicking across the field looked like an ordinary soccer ball, but the short, odd-looking man who had given it to him assured him that it was magic.
25. One sunny afternoon, I was walking home from the game. Suddenly, the ground began to rumble. A huge hole opened beneath me, and I slid down a long chute. There were strange people all around me. They looked like humans except they all had . . .
26. My grandpa is one cool dude. Last week he bleached his hair platinum blond. Last night he showed up at our door wearing a gold hoop earring and . . .
27. A ghost was in my room last night. I know because. . .
28. I found a note under my pillow that said . . .
29. A strange thing happened to me last month. There was loud pounding on my door. When I opened it . . .
30. A man stopped me on my way home from school. He said, "Here's $1,000 dollars in fifty dollar bills. Use it to make others happy." I think that I will . . .
31. It was a cold Halloween night when I saw a witch in the nearby woods. The large cauldron she was stirring had purple liquid that the witch had made to …

32. “I couldn’t,” cried the frog, “I just couldn’t let this princess kiss me, because SHE is so ugly!”

33. I have always wanted to be able to fly. Well, one day…

34. I wanted to meet __ in the worst way. One evening while I was at the library…

35. “How do I always get into these messes?” I asked myself.

36. There was a strange glow through my bedroom window from the backyard. I wasn’t sure, but it seemed to be … I decided to go and investigate.

37. I woke up one night to the sound of a soft, tinkling bell. I looked up and saw …

38. The tiny man ran around my room like a madman. He finally stopped, looked me in the eye and said… “Where did YOU come from?” I asked.

39. One day at the beach I was playing in the sand and making a sandcastle. I dug a deep hole, and all of a sudden, a ____ popped out.

40. One morning as I was eating Frosted Flakes, Tony the Tiger started talking to me. It seems that I was the only one who could hear what he was saying. My mother, father, brother and sister just kept right on eating as though they hadn’t even heard. “Oh boy,” I thought to myself, “this is going to be SOME day!” This is what happened…
STORY ENDINGS
Write a paragraph or a story using these statements or questions as the last line.
1. Then I called the police.
2. Mom was right after all.
3. And that was the end of that!
4. I'm sorry, but that's just the way it is!
5. It hurt!
6. Watch out!
7. He yelled at the top of his lungs.
8. Dad ended up walking home.
9. There was water all over the floor.
10. My parents decided it was time to visit the school.
11. My teacher actually fainted!
12. Fortunately there was an escape hatch.
13. My little sister slept right through it.
14. Didn't I tell you that my brother/sister was the greatest?
15. "We'll never go to that place again," muttered my mother.

16. She was in love, finally, completely in love with the strange creature in the box.

17. He lit his cigar with an ice cube and fainted.

18. Pink hair was the only answer.

19. That’s why he has a tattoo in the weirdest place.

20. I can’t imagine such a thing ever happening again.

