AT-HOME ACTIVITY: 

Make a Compass!

You can make your very own compass with things that you have in your home!  There are two types of compasses listed here.  Choose either one, or experiment by trying them both!  Have fun!!!!  

Remember to have a parent work with you and sign the bottom of this sheet so that you can earn a special prize!  You must bring in this sheet within one school week to claim your prize.  You can even bring your compass or a picture of you making the compass into school to share during Morning Meeting!
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Materials: 

· 1 clear plastic cup 

· pencil 

· bar magnet 

· thread 

· needle or small nail

· small pin or staple

· cork 

· water

What do I do?

1. Stroke one end of the magnet along the needle (or nail), about 30 times in the same direction. 

2. Test to see if the needle has become magnetized by picking up a small pin or a staple.
Cup Compass: 

3. Tie one end of a piece of thread to the center of your magnetized needle. 

4. Tie the other end of the thread to a pencil. 

5. Place the pencil on the rim of the cup with the needle hanging down into the cup.

6. Place the completed compass on a table. Once the needle comes to rest the thickest end of the needle will point north. 

7. Move the cup compass to other areas on the table and watch the needle come to rest and point north.

Cork & Cup Compass: 

3. After magnetizing the needle (or nail) press the needle through a length of cork until the cork is centered on the needle. 

4. Fill the plastic cup with water.

5. Place the cork and needle in the cup of water. As the needle floats and comes to rest the thickest end of the needle will point north.

I worked with my child to complete this At-Home Activity and we had TONS of fun!
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