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The Nose Knows

Why does my nose make snot? One of the important things your nose does is to keep junk from reaching your lungs. It does this in lots of ways. You have nose hairs or vibrissae (vye BRIS ee) which trap dirt and dust. Snot, made of mucus and special bacteria-killing chemicals, coats the nose hairs to help the dirt stick. Tiny hairs called cilia swish the mucus (and the trapped dirt and germs) to your throat. You swallow the dirty snot and the junk is destroyed in your stomach. Your nose-cleaning crew does such a good job that your nasal area is actually one of the cleanest parts of your body. 

Investigations in Grossology

1. What’s in snot?

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

2. What parts of your body make mucus?_____________________

____________________________________________________

3. Name three things that can cause a runny nose. _______________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Most snot doesn’t drip out of your nose. Where does it go?

____________________________________________________

5. How often does your nose make a new batch of snot?

____________________________________________________

6. How fast is a sneeze?

____________________________________________________
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7. Divides nose into two passages ________________________


8. Gives some people hay fever  ________________________


9. Causes allergies ________________________


10. Keeps food out of lungs ________________________


11. Cleans, warms and moistens air ________________________


12. Nose picking ________________________


13. Pass snot towards throat ________________________


14. Nose hairs ________________________
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