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  WOODLAND ELEMENTARY WEST

August, 2010


Dear Parents/Guardians,

Greetings! Welcome back to the 2010-2011 school year at Woodland Elementary West. We are pleased to inform you that your child has been placed on the teaching team of Mrs. Katie Grabert and Mrs. Kirsten Van Dyke for the upcoming school year. In this particular third grade class, Mrs. Grabert and Mrs. Van Dyke will be in a job-sharing position. Mrs. Grabert and Mrs. Van Dyke are excellent, veteran staff members who will be working closely together in order to share classroom, student, and teaching responsibilities. They both demonstrate the elementary instructional background, nurturing manner and sensitivity to the needs of children that will ensure a quality program and positive experience for your child. Job-sharing is an employment arrangement that is a well-established and successful practice in other organizations throughout the working world, and is in its fourth year of existence within the Woodland School District. 
Mrs. Grabert and Mrs. Van Dyke are both experienced educators and have demonstrated that, as job-sharing partners, they work well together, as well as with members of the third grade team, to provide a positive learning experience for your child. Their established job-sharing plan will not only ensure a great deal of consistency day-to-day, but also enhance your child’s instruction with the perspectives and insights of two very talented teachers.  

For the 2010-2011 school year, their schedule will be as follows: Mrs. Grabert will teach each Monday and Tuesday, while Mrs. Van Dyke will teach each Thursday and Friday. They will split each Wednesday with Mrs. Grabert working Wednesday morning and Mrs. Van Dyke will work Wednesday afternoon. In addition, throughout the year, Mrs. Grabert and Mrs. Van Dyke will meet to collaborate on student issues, parent communication, and instructional planning. Given their communication skills and work ethic, this schedule will prove to be highly successful in ensuring a seamless transition, as well as, maintaining the instructional integrity of the classroom. To facilitate a smooth introduction to the school year, both Mrs. Grabert and Mrs. Van Dyke will co-teach the first day of school as well as both attend the Third Grade Curriculum Night on Thursday, September 16th in order for them to meet all parents and further explain the particulars of their job-sharing arrangement. 

At Woodland Elementary West we continue to hold your child’s education as our top priority, and we are committed to the success of all students. We look forward to working with you and your child, and are confident that you will be pleased with your child’s teachers and learning. please feel free to contact me at (847) 984-8900 or by email dabrown@dist50.net if you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions regarding your child’s experience at Woodland Elementary West.
Best regards, 


David Brown

Principal  
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