    By Geoff Mihalenko

I thought homework might be more fun

If I could quickly get it done.

So I made a speedy machine – 

The neatest thing you’ve ever seen.

I built it using copper wire,

Some metal gears, a rubber tire.

It has a bell that rings on top

And flashing lights that never stop.

The next day when I went to school,

I acted very, very cool.

“My machine can do all my work,”

I thought to myself with a smirk.

When I got home, I took the stack

Of homework out of my backpack.

The most homework I’d ever seen- 

I put it into my machine.

The lights began to blink and shine.

All systems seemed to work just fine.

The answers magically appeared.

I jumped for joy and then I cheered!

When morning came I wore a grin

As I handed my homework in.

I waited for my teacher’s praise.

Instead I saw her eyebrows raise.

My new machine was fast, you see,

But it did not work carefully.

It made some mistakes in its haste,

And everyone knows: haste makes waste.

So thanks to my special device,

I had to do my homework twice.

Now I know it will always pay 

To do it the old-fashioned way.

